I SPORTS BROADCAST B

STAR’'S FUTURE
RIDES ON CRICKET

When the acquisition of Star by Disney was being
completed, there was considerable speculations amongst
the top echelons at Disney on the kind of
investments made on IPL. Now with the
Coved pandemic and the uncertainty
hanging on the fate of IPL, there is a lot of
concern amongst Disney’s top management. _

There is no clarity from BCCI on the probable
dates of IPL.

Star India has conveyed to
both BCCI & ICC via separate letters that any
further delay on the decision about schedule
of IPL 2020 and T20 World Cup respectively
will ‘undermine its position to monetize the
said rights’. Star India has further requested
both the top cricketing bodies to take their
decision either-ways so that the broadcaster can plan their
TV Schedules, freeze marketing plans and more importantly
can start roping the advertisers on these mega properties.

Star has to collect ¥ 3000
crores for the IPL from the market.
And with the market conditions being
impacted badly by Covid pandemic,
it’s going to be a tough proposition
for Star. Star is staring at the prospect
of huge losses.

Star India is currently the
biggest broadcast rights holder in the
world for the sport of cricket. Star India has 5 year global
media rights deal with BCCI on IPL. They own the BCCI
home series rights for 5 years. Other than this Star is
rights holder for all ICC events rights for 8 year cycle
(2015-2023)
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IPL Deal Values - 16347 Crores for 5 years
BCCIl Home Rights— 6138 Crores for (2018-23)
ICC Global Rights — $1.9b (2015-23)
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The numbers are staggering and the advertising
industry is going through one of its biggest crisis and as
per industry speculations IPL 2020 can see cuts up to 50%
in the media rates.

Hopefully Star will get some clarity on the schedules
from BCCI and ICC on IPL T20 and T20 World Cup. ®
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